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evolve here than the fact that marsupials are confined
to Australia and America proves a direct connection
between these two continents. And for those who
have no faith in the theory of evolution, there is of
course no reason why man should not have been
created in one place as well as in another, or for that
matter in a dozen or more localities independently.
On the other hand, if we consider the theories of
man having migrated to America from oversea, we
run against innumerable facts which both prove and
disprove the suppositions. In my boyhood days it was
a generally accepted conclusion that the American
Indians, from the Arctic to Cape Horn and from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, were all descendants of
Asiatics who, at some former period, crossed over
from one continent to the other via Bering Strait*
But there were many arguments against this theory
and many stumbling-blocks for those who held to it.
Then a theory was advanced wherein it was main-
tained that many if not all of the Indian races' ances-
tors had reached America from northern Europe via
Greenland. Others have claimed that Atlantis was
no myth but a reality, and that the aborigines of
America are descended from the inhabitants of that
lost continent. Some authorities have satisfied them-
selves that the South Sea Islands, or some long-
submerged archipelago in the South Pacific, were the
localities whence the first men and women migrated
to the New World; others argue in favor of some
long-vanished mid-Pacific continent; still others claim
that the Indians belong to the lost tribes of Israel;
while some persons have brought forth plausible
arguments to prove that the forebears of the red men